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TAMIU marks the beginning of academic year

BY DIANA DE LA GARZA
Times staff writer

Kicking off a new semes-
ter, faculty, students and
staff of Texas A&M
International University
gathered for the fall 2002
convocation Thursday.

Present were Bishop
James Tamayo and Senator
Judith Zaffirini.

“Today we gather to cele-
brate an ancient rite, a con-
vocation, a calling together,
since the middle ages, a
familiar means of marking
the beginning of an acade-
mic year,” TAMIU President
Ray Keck said. “For
American universities and
for us, this day is one to
begin together, as a commu-
nity, the privilege of working
and studying together.”

Amid the large crowd pre-
sent for the ceremony, Keck
noted some of the universi-
ty’s newest additions.

“The Western Hemispheric
Trade Center and the Fine
Arts Center all open their
spaces to us within two
years,” Keck said. “Within a
few weeks, we will begin
construction on the
Memorial Garden to be
located between the Student
Center and Kinesiology
buildings. And we should
break ground early next
year for the science build-
ing.”

The additions of the new
buildings, Keck said, are all
part of what being a univer-
sity is all about.

“All this febrile activity—
designing, clearing, build-
ing—becomes in a universi-
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TOP SCHOLAR: Roberto Heredia, center, is recognized as the
University Scholar of the Year. Heredia is flanked by Joe Garcia,
left, and Bishop James Tamayo.

ty, a physical manifestation
of our most essential
charge,” Keck said. “For at a
university, we are here to
examine what we are, as
individuals and as part of the
human family, and to
design, to construct, and to
build the lifeline and the
lives we wish to pursue.”

During the convocation,

Roberto  Hereida was
named the faculty scholar of
the year.

Hereida has served as
assistant professor in the
psychology and sociology
department since 1998. He
holds a Ph.D. in experimen-
tal psychology from the
University of California,
Santa Cruz.

Also during the convoca-
tion, Laura Elena May was
selected as the Judith

MEDAL RECIPIENT: Susan Baker,

Zaffirini Student Recipient
while Susan Baker was
selected as the Faculty
Zaffirini Medal recipient.

May is a sophomore psy-
chology major. She trans-
ferred to TAMIU from the
Universidad Nacional
Autonoma de Mexico.

Married and the mother of
three children, May mentors
troubled and economically
disadvantaged families
through her volunteer work
for the Texas Workforce
Commission and Holding
Institute.

Baker is an associate pro-
fessor and director of the Dr.
F.M. Canseco School of
Nursing. She holds her Ph.D.
in preventive medicine and
community health from the
University of Texas Medical

Branch at Galveston.
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left, receives the

Zaffirini Medal Award from John Khol, right, and Senator

Judith Zaffirini.

POLICE BLOTTER

POSSESSION OF
A PROHIBITED
WEAPON
Police arrested two men,
21 and 25, both of the 100
block of Castro Urdiales,
after they were found to be
in possession of a prohibit-
ed weapon and 22 rounds.
They were booked and held
without bond at the Webb
County jail.
FRAUD
A 61-year-old man residing
at the 100 block of West
Mayberry reported
Wednesday that an
unknown suspect used his
wife’s social security num-
ber to obtain credit.
ASSAULT/INJURY TO A
CHILD
A 19-year-old female
residing at the 3500 block of
Socrates reported Thursday
at 1:45 a.m. her boyfriend
pushed her one-year-old
child and caused a cut to
her hand.
POSSESSION OF
A CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCE
At about 8:40 a.m.
Wednesday a 48-year-old
man at the Webb County
Juvenile Alternative
Education Program School
reported a juvenile in pos-
session of a marijuana ciga-
rette and lighter.
ASSAULT
A 33-year-old woman of
the 1600 block of Baltimore
reported that on August 8 at
1 p.m. her common law hus-
band grabbed her from the
left hand and broke it while
they were at the 1100 block
of Farias. She stated that he
forced her to seek medical
attention in Nuevo Laredo.
At about 9:45 a.m.
Tuesday two unknown sus-
pects reportedly punched
and kicked a 22-year-old all
over his body while at the
1200 block of Zaragoza.
BURGLARY OF A
HABITATION
Between 12:30 and 3:30
p.m. Tuesday an unknown
suspect burglarized a resi-
dence at the 1700 block of
Main Avenue. Stolen were a

Game Cube and Game Boy
Advance valued at $260
and a camcorder valued at
$1,000.

Between 9 p.m. August 23
and 6:38 p.m. Tuesday an
unknown suspect burglar-
ized the residence f a 38-
year-old man at the 1200
block of Stewart. Stolen
were a cordless drill valued
at $200; a handsaw valued
at $80 and $1,000 in assort-
ed jewelry

ASSAULT/FAMILY
VIOLENCE

At 11:45 p.m. Tuesday a
20-year-old female was
assaulted by her common
law husband when he
grabbed her by the arms
and shoved her at the 100
block of Merlin. The report
was called in the following
day.

A 22-year-old female
residing at the 1800 block of
Benavides was arrested at
about 1:30 a.m. Wednesday
for an act of aggravated
assault.

THEFT OF A MOTOR
VEHICLE

A 40-year-old man residing
at the 200 block of Espafia
reported that between 3
p.m. Tuesday and 1 a.m.
Wednesday an unknown
subject stole his yellow
1999 Dodge Ram from the
1700 block of Saunders.

The Zaffirini Medal recog-
nizes scholarship and lead-
ership.

Following the convocation,
hundreds of students partic-
ipated in the first ever
TAMIU pep-rally as they ral-
lied for today’'s game
against the wildcats from
Wiley College.

In a gymnasium filled with
music, dance and entertain-
ment, students, faculty and
staff both celebrated the kick
off of the university’s athletic
program and rallied the play-
ers for today’s game.

“l am so excited about
this,” Keck said. “Our univer-
sity really needed this”

(Staff writer Diana De La
Garza can be reached at
728-2566 or by e-mail at
Dianadlg@Imtonline.com)
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