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EDAM 5329 The Politics of Education. Three Semester hrs.

Course Description: Public education at all levels is intricately tied to and affected by the political
forces of society. These forces are prevalent at the national, state and local levels and have both direct
and indirect effects on the quality of educational experiences students receive in school. Whether it is at
the university or the school level, it is imperative that educational leaders possess a comprehensive
understanding of the impact of various political influences on public school policy and practice. This
course traces the political influence on the American Educational System from the local level to the
national level. Emphasis will be accorded to the role of professional leadership in responding to these
political forces. Prerequisite(s): EDAM 5301, EDAM 5305, EDAM 5320, and EDGR 5320. Course may
substitute for one of the following: EDGR 5308, EDAM 5313, EDAM 5332.

Justification: EDAM 5329 The Politics of Education is being proposed for adoption as a new course for
the following reasons. As the field of school administration continues to evolve, the faculty in the
educational administration and principal preparation programs recognize the need to offer a curriculum
that reflects current administrative thought in the field and that will also more effectively prepare students
for their work as school administrators. Additionally, program faculty also believe that students should
be provided with a menu of courses that will allow students the flexibility to choose a combination of
courses that not only represents their particular school administrative interests but also satisfies all of the
degree requirements in the graduate program and that will better prepare them for the field of practice.

Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to:

e Demonstrate an understanding of politics & policy and theories related to re-visioning and re-
framing policy;
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e Demonstrate an understanding of micro-politics and in the multiple arenas in which they exist
and how federal, state and local organizations are affected;

e Demonstrate an understanding of emerging global education politics and the interconnectedness
of comparisons made;

¢ Demonstrate an understanding of political arena engagement through models of leadership

e Demonstrate an understanding of the methods and means by which political forces and pressure
groups impact educational policy at the federal, state and local levels;

o Discuss the issues and political implications related, but not limited to: No Child Left Behind,
school choice, vouchers, charter schools, and high stakes testing;

e Demonstrate an understanding in building coalitions to navigate through policy and political
shifts.
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