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Course Prefix:  ARAB 
 
Number:  1620 
 
Title:  Beginning Arabic 
 
 Measurable Student Learning Outcomes.  By the end of the course students will be able to: 

• Initiate and sustain conversations on general topics (e.g., family, friends, study, etc.,).and 
narrate in present, past and future time frames. 

• Read texts on familiar topics and understand the main ideas. 
• Comprehend simple Arabic discourse dealing with familiar topics. 
• Comprehend and produce basic words and expressions in colloquial Arabic. 
• Carry out written transactions connected to daily life and write short letters and essays. 
• Be familiar with many aspects of Arab culture, such as social and religious customs and 

traditions, family life, and education. 

 
 SCH Value:  6 credit hours 
 
 Description:  An intensive beginning Arabic course.  Six semester hours plus one hour lab.  In 
this course students will acquire fundamental skills in listening comprehension, speaking, 
reading and writing. Includes basic vocabulary, grammatical structures, and culture. Six semester 
hours plus one hour lab.  (Cross-listed with ARAB 1311 and ARAB 1312). 
 

Prerequisite and lecture/lab hours if applicable: none 

Justification:    The proposed course change will combine the existing beginning Arabic 
courses, ARAB 1311 and ARAB 1312, into one, 6-credit course.  Both FREN 1620 and PORT 
1620 are existing examples of this intensive language-course format.  This course addition will 
provide an alternative format for students to satisfy the foreign language requirement, and it 
aligns with several empirical studies that show improvement of student outcomes for foreign 
language courses taught in intensive formats (Davies, 2006). 
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