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CRIJ 4335 Death Penalty  
Three semester hours 
 
Course Description: 
This course is designed to provide the student with an overview of the death penalty both in the United 
States and abroad. Special attention is devoted to the history of the death penalty, Supreme Court 
decisions, and current statutory laws. Contemporary issues surrounding the death penalty including 
potential flaws in the administration of justice and alternative sanctions such as life without the 
possibility of parole are also covered.       
 
Justification: Currently, courses in our program provide a cursory examination of the death penalty. This 
course will provide students with an in-depth analysis of the death penalty. It will examine historical and 
contemporary rulings by the Supreme Court that will allow students to better understand the U.S. 
Constitution and the Court's rationale for upholding the constitutionality of the death penalty. This course 
also allows students to examine sentencing options in other countries and examine alternative sentences 
such as life without the possibility of parole.    
 
Learning Outcomes: 
At the completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
1. Discuss, verbally and in a written exam, the history of the death penalty in the United States and 

abroad.     
2. Explain, verbally and in a written exam, case law and current legal opinions on the death penalty.  
3. Compare and contrast, verbally and in a written exam, U.S. laws with international law and evolving 

world opinions on the death penalty.  
4. Analyze potential flaws in the administration of the death penalty in writing via the submission of a 

research paper. 
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