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COMM 5310 Media, Culture and Identity in the US-Mexico border 

 

Course description 

This course critically examines the relationship between mass media, culture, and society in the 

context of the Mexico and United States border.  It looks at the impact of border culture on 

media, particularly focusing on the historical and political economic influences on media 

organizations.  It will also study the impact of media on border society and media´s role in the 

reinforcement and transformation of a border cultural identity.  (3 SCH) 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

1. Students will analyze the different relationships and interactions between mass media and the 

rest of the institutional and cultural organizations in both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border. 

 

2. Students will identify the different political and economic influences affecting the growth and 

functioning of media in the U.S.-Mexico border. 

 

3. Students will compare the characteristics of print and electronic media in both sides of the 

border in terms of content, formats and circulation or ratings. 

 

4. Students will estimate the main components of U.S.-Mexico border identity and will critically 

appraise the role of border media in shaping, transforming or reinforcing that identity. 

 

Course purpose 

The purpose of this course is to introduce the current contemporary scholarship about the role 

and impact of binational media systems in border cultures and identities, and creatively apply 

them in the analysis of current specific cases on the United States-Mexico border. 
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Prerequisites: Graduate standing. This course can be selected as one of three required for the 

Border and Latin American Media Studies area of concentration of the graduate program in 

Communication. 

 

Class format: 

Class will consist of a mixture of lecture, discussion and in class activities. Active participation 

in class is strongly encouraged. Students will be required to write a final research paper on issues 

related to the impact of media on the US-Mexico border culture and identity based on their own 

empirical findings. Students will be encouraged to present their papers in academic conferences.  
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