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COMM 5313 Ethnography and Documentary Production in the Border region  
 

Course Description: 

This course will develop students’ critical skills of film analysis through the practical application 

and experience of creating a film and manipulating digital media and equipment. The course will 

introduce and prepare students to use digital media as a tool in research, and as a method of 

presenting research outcomes. While the aims are primarily to enable students to acquire and 

apply practical skills, by doing so this course contributes to their formation as ethnographers in 

the Border region. It demystifies the process of digital filmmaking, and opens new ways of 

reading and understanding visual ethnographies (particularly documentary and ethnographic 

film).  

 

Learning Outcomes: 

 

1. Students will develop the technical skills needed to complete a video project to  

broadcast standards using digital video cameras and Final Cut Pro editing. 

 

2. Students will develop practical, analytical and intellectual skills in using moving image and 

sound recording equipment and discover how new technologies create new methodologies.   

 

3.  Students will analyze and utilize a range of the technical, stylistic, aesthetic, and 

representational dynamics involved in video construction. By doing so, students will become 

more informed as well as practically experienced commentators on the ‘truths’, ‘fictions, styles, 

genres, ethics and modes of ethnographic filmmaking.  

 

4. Students will identify and describe the potential of moving image to document their research, 

and have explored issues of representation and audience reception. 

 

Course Purpose: 

This course will introduce/reinforce and apply critical analysis moving image and practical 

application of the tools and techniques used for the production of moving image art form, 
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specifically as it relates to ethnography on the border. This course is an elective toward program 

completion. 
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