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Provide summary of the last cycle’s use of results and changes implemented.

Latin American Studies was still a new program during the last cycle, with the first assessments of student learning taking place in the spring 2005 semester.  Accordingly, there were no changes implemented during the last cycle. 
Provide summary of budget decisions and their impact on your program/division.

There were no budget decisions made during the last cycle for the reasons stated above.



Institutional Mission

Texas A&M International University, a Member of The Texas A&M University System, prepares students for leadership roles in their chosen profession in an increasingly complex, culturally diverse state, national, and global society … Through instruction, faculty and student research, and public service, Texas A&M International University embodies a strategic point of delivery for well-defined programs and services that improve the quality of life for citizens of the border region, the State of Texas, and national and international communities.

Academic Program/Administrative/Educational Support Unit Mission

The Bachelor of Arts in Latin American Studies is an inter-disciplinary, liberal arts degree designed to prepare students for a wide range of careers relating to Latin America.  The degree plan seeks to provide students with a broad, integrated understanding of Latin America from the perspective of a variety of academic disciplines, substantive skills in one academic area of concentration, and professional competency in Spanish.

Identify outcomes and relationship to Strategic Plan

Outcome 1
Graduates of the program in Latin American Studies should have a broad, integrated understanding of Latin American anthropology, art, economics, geography, history, politics, and sociology.  

Identify Strategic Plan Goal related to Outcome 1

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Identify Strategic Plan Objective and Strategy related to Outcome 1 (Appendix A – Strategic Goals)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11.7 Establish and pursue student learning outcomes appropriate for each program with systematic assessment and use of results for continuous quality improvement.

Methods of assessment

Latin American Studies seniors enrolled in the capstone course will write a research paper designed to integrate conceptual approaches from disciplines represented in the intended educational outcome.  Research will focus on case studies of contemporary Latin American developments selected by a team of faculty from the LAS committee.
Frequency of administration

Annually
Criteria/Benchmark

A team of LAS committee members will assess the paper using a four-point rubric.  Students will score at least three on each component of the rubric.



Outcome 2
Students completing the Latin American Studies should demonstrate competency in writing the Spanish language

Identify Strategic Plan Goal related to Outcome 2

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Identify Strategic Plan Objective and Strategy related to Outcome 2 (Appendix A – Strategic Goals)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11.7 Establish and pursue student learning outcomes appropriate for each program with systemic assessment and use of results for continuous quality improvement.

Methods of assessment

Latin American Studies seniors enrolled in the capstone course will write a graded six to eight page essay for one assignment during the course.
Frequency of administration

Annually
Criteria/Benchmark

A team of faculty members from the Spanish Department will assess the proficiency of the written Spanish using a four-point rubric.  The average scores on the examination will be at least three.



Outcome 3
Graduates will be prepared for entry into careers relating to Latin America.

Identify Strategic Plan Goal related to Outcome 3

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Identify Strategic Plan Objective and Strategy related to Outcome 3 (Appendix A – Strategic Goals)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11.4 Prepare students for success in their chosen careers.

Methods of assessment

Graduating seniors will be surveyed at the end of the capstone course and again one year after graduation to gather supporting data on whether the program prepared them for careers relating to Latin America.
Frequency of administration

Annually.
Criteria/Benchmark

On the qestion of whether the program prepared the student for a career related to Latin America, at least 90% of students will respond with a 1 or 2 on a scale of 1 (Strongly agree) to 5 (Strongly disagree).  


When (term/date) was assessment conducted?

Outcome 1

Spring 2005
Outcome 2

Spring 2005
Outcome 3
Spring 2005

What were the results attained (raw data)?
Outcome 1

The students averaged 3.4 on the four-point rubric scale.
Outcome 2

The students averaged 3.1 on the four-point rubric scale. 
Outcome 3
The one graduating student answered with a 1 (Strongly agree) on the graduate survey.  The second student will take the survey before graduating in December.

Who (specify names) conducted analysis of data?  

Outcome 1

Drs. Randall Parish, Michael Yoder, and Jaclyn Jeffrey
Outcome 2

Drs. Randall Parish, Michael Yoder, and Jaclyn Jeffrey
Outcome 3
Drs. Randall Parish, Michael Yoder, and Jaclyn Jeffrey

When were the results and analysis shared with the department chair/director?  Minutes with data analysis submitted to assessment@tamiu.edu? (Please use Minutes Template)
1. Minutes forwarded to Dept Chair on 8/26/05.

2. Minutes forwarded to TAMIU ASSESSMENT on  8/29/05. 

Has the assessment documentation (i.e., surveys, rubrics, course exams with embedded questions, etc.) been submitted to the Office of Institutional Effectiveness and Planning?

The relevant surveys, rubrics, and capstone course exams are stored with the LAS Committee Chair Dr. Randall Parish in LBVSC 313.
What changes, if any, based on the data have been recommended?

Outcome 1

1. Revise the anthropology curriculum to provide a broader Latin American introduction to the discipline in the foundation studies.  Curriculum changes will be submitted in the fall 2005 semester, to be implemented in the spring 2006 semester.  While the statistical data from two students did not command this revision, the capstone course suggested that a broader introductory course will support this outcome better.
Outcome 2

No changes recommended.  
Outcome 3
No changes recommended.  

What are the implications of the recommended changes?

1. Development of a new course cross-listed between anthropology and sociology.

2. Adjusting the LAS degree requirements. 

Will resources be affected by the recommended changes?    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If so, specify the anticipated effect(s) using the chart below:

	Funding
	Physical
	Other

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	New resources required


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	New or reallocated space
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Primarily  faculty/staff time

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 
	Reallocation of current funds
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	University rule/ procedure change only

	
	
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:



Narrative description and justification for request including related strategy 
(Attach Budget Request ‘Form B’ and/or ‘Form C’)

Not applicable. 

What is the impact of budget decisions on program/division?

Not applicable.
In the box below, provide information on the outcomes for the next assessment cycle:

	Outcomes for Next Assessment Cycle

	Continuation of previous outcome(s) - (Indicate reason for continuation):
While the results of all three outcomes met or exceeded the criteria, the small number of students (2) involved in the assessment do not justify changes.  The committee will retain this initial data for consideration with the results of the next students.  

	New Outcome(s) – (List outcomes below): 

Not applicable.

	Reason for changing outcome(s) – (How have the data gathered from current assessments influenced the change in outcomes?): Not applicable.


Section I: Planning and Implementation





Section II: Analysis of Results





Section III:  Programmatic Review
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