Academic Program Curriculum Map – Fall 2008


Degree program: BA-Communication (Fall 2008)
Worksheet #1:  List of Program-level student learning outcomes (3 to 5 outcomes)

	Program Goals (Optional)
	Program Student Learning Outcomes

	Students will employ a range of public speaking tools to demonstrate their communicative competence.
	1. Communication competence will be assessed through the Communication Compeptence Survey which is a self-report version of a widely used communication instrument endorsed by NCA (National Communication Association). Satisfactory results for communication competence are when least 85% of the students score at or above 80 (out of a possible 100) and when the median score for the class is at or above 85.


	Students will be able to identify and approach practical communication problems within professional settings, in valuable interpersonal and organizational ways.


	2. Students will produce a portfolio consistent with professional standards. Senior portfolios are either a culmination of the students’ communication internship or a video portfolio culled from their coursework within the video production concentration of the communication program.  This portfolio will be assessed by a team of at least 3 professors based on a departmentally developed rubric. Satisfactory results are when at least 85% of the portfolios will have an average score at or above 2 (1=not satisfactory, 2=satisfactory, 3=good) -- based on the following criteria: 1)technical competence appropriate to entry-level professional skills; 2)creativity; and 3) writing competence.


	Students will successfully write an essay that demonstrates their theoretical knowledge, research and writing skills while analyzing a practical topic or professional problem.
	3. Students will demonstrate their written communication skills and critical thinking abilities in their final thesis paper which is focused on analyzing a communication phenomenon through the lens of scholarly communication research. 
Assessment will be done through the University QEP Analytical Rubric, where 4=Exceptional; 3= Better Than Avg.; 2=Average; 1= Poor  Pass; and 

0=Failing. An essay will count as demonstrating the desired outcome if the average score on each of the following criteria is 2 or higher.



	
	4.



	
	5.




Worksheet #2 – Program Checklist – List required courses and indicate level/s of delivery 

By putting (I, E, R or A) into Each Box
Degree Program: BA-Communication (Fall 2008)
	
	Program-level outcomes addressed

	List of courses required for the degree
	#1
Students will employ a range of public speaking tools to demonstrate their communicative competence.
	#2
Students will be able to identify and approach practical communication problems within professional settings, in valuable interpersonal and organizational ways.


	#3

Students will successfully write an essay that demonstrates their theoretical knowledge, research and writing skills while analyzing a practical topic or professional problem.
	#4
	#5

	Communication and Meaning COMM 3300
	I
	I
	I
	
	

	Methods of Inquiry
COMM 3310
	I
	I
	I
	
	

	Communication Ethics COMM 4330
	E,R,A
	E,R,A
	E,R,A
	
	

	Communication Theory & Practice
COMM 4360
	E,R,A
	E,R,A
	E,R,A
	
	

	Communication Internship 

COMM 4350
	E,R,A
	E,R,A
	E,R,A
	
	

	Examples of Elective Courses
	
	
	
	
	

	Public Relations
COMM 3322
	I,E,R,A
	I,R,E,A,
	I
	
	

	Teamwork and Communication
COMM 3320
	I,E,R,A
	I,E,R,A
	I
	
	

	Interpersonal Communication
COMM 3305
	I,E,R,A
	I,E,R,A
	I
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Worksheet #3 - Order Courses by Outcome and Level of Delivery (Courses may be listed more than once) Indicate level of delivery by checking the appropriate box) Add cells as necessary
Degree Program: BA-Communication (Fall 2008)       
	Program-level outcome addressed (write out each program level outcome)
	Level of Material Delivery (List classes in order of material delivery)
	Courses

List courses (or groups of courses) in order of material delivery for each outcome (I, E, R and then A). Courses may provide more than one level of material delivery.
	Curriculum Component/s (Class Activities) that Address Outcome
	Means of Assessment

	
	I
	E
	R
	A
	
	
	

	#1 Students will employ a range of public speaking tools to demonstrate their communicative competence.
	+
	
	
	
	Communication and Meaning
	Presentations and in class discussion forums
	Presentations are evaluated through a designed class rubric and tests

	
	+
	
	
	
	Methods of Inquiry
	In class discussion forums
	Participation and tests

	
	
	+
	+
	+
	Communication Ethics
	Presentations, papers, tests, and in class discussion forums.
	Presentations are evaluated through a designed class rubric, papers are graded through level of engagement and critical thinking about the subject, and tests.

	
	
	+
	+
	+
	Communication Theory & Practice
	Presentations, papers, tests, and in class discussion forums.
	Presentations are evaluated through a designed class rubric, papers are graded through level of engagement and critical thinking about the subject, and tests
	

	#2 Students will be able to identify and approach practical communication problems within professional settings, in valuable interpersonal and organizational ways.
	+
	
	
	
	Communication and Meaning
	Presentations and in class discussion forums
	Presentations are evaluated through a designed class rubric and tests

	
	
	+
	+
	+
	Communication Ethics
	Presentations, papers, tests, and in class discussion forums.
	Presentations are evaluated through a designed class rubric, papers are graded through level of engagement and critical thinking about the subject, and tests

	
	
	+
	+
	+
	Communication Theory & Practice
	Presentations, papers, tests, and in class discussion forums.
	Presentations are evaluated through a designed class rubric, papers are graded through level of engagement and critical thinking about the subject, and tests

	
	
	+
	+
	+
	Communication Internship
	Professional job requirements
	Professional work will be evaluated through student portfolios

	#3 Students will successfully write an essay that demonstrates their theoretical knowledge, research and writing skills while analyzing a practical topic or professional problem.
	+
	
	
	
	Methods of Inquiry
	Critical analysis of communication scholarship
	Papers and tests

	
	
	+
	+
	+
	Communication Theory & Practice
	Students will demonstrate their written communication skills and critical thinking abilities in their final thesis paper which is focused on analyzing a communication phenomenon through the lens of scholarly communication research. 

	Assessment will be done through the University QEP Analytical Rubric, where 4=Exceptional; 3= Better Than Avg.; 2=Average; 1= Poor  Pass; and 

0=Failing. An essay will count as demonstrating the desired outcome if the average score on each of the following criteria is 2 or higher.
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Worksheet #4  - Needed Modifications, if any, for Curriculum Alignment

Goal:  Degree programs are coherent in that they demonstrate 1) sequencing, 2. progression or increasing complexity, and 3) linkages between and among program core courses. 
	Curriculum Modifications Needed
	 Why Needed?

	The Communication program is mostly unstructured at this point consisting of 5 required classes with the rest of the courses as electives. The program was designed this way because of the limited faculty resources and the demands of teaching Fundamentals of Public Speaking (a core curriculum requirement) on the full-time faculty.
The communication program committee would like to see Applied Communication added to the degree plan along with the current video production track.
	This past year the communication program committee conducted a self-study as required by SACS. Communication students were surveyed for their satisfaction with the program and future career interests. This survey indicated that there is a growing interest in careers in public relations, media relations, and broadcast journalism. Discussions with professionals and employers in the Laredo area reveal that there is a need in our community for students to graduate with these types of skills such news reporting, commercial production, and public relation campaign production and writing that would be taught in Applied Communication tract. In order to solidify the program in this direction, the program is in need of upgrading the production studio (CH 203), additional video equipment for electronic news gathering, and a video lab assistant to monitor the video editing computer stations (we have had numerous theft cases because we do not have the security in the video lab).

	
	


I = Students are INTRODUCED to material


E = The material is EMPHASIZED and taught in depth


R = The material is REINFORCED with additional exposure to the information


A = The Competencies/Skills are being APPLIED











