Comprehensive Examinations
Requirement for Graduation

At the end of the degree program, criminal justice master’s students must pass a comprehensive examination in order to graduate. The comprehensive exam should be taken during the student’s last semester of coursework and not before such semester.  

Eligibility to Take the Exam & Notification of Intent

In order to be eligible to take the comprehensive exam, a student must have a 3.00 overall graduate GPA, with no outstanding grade of D, F, U, or I for any course listed in the student’s degree plan.  In order to change an unsatisfactory grade, a student must repeat the class and obtain a satisfactory final grade.

Students must submit a written notification of intent to take the comprehensive exam with the Department Chair by the 30th of September (Fall semester) or by the 28th of February (Spring semester).  

Students who fail to submit a written notification of intent by specified dates must wait until the exam is scheduled the following semester.   

Preparation for the Comprehensive Exam

Students are encouraged to begin their preparation for the exam the semester before intending to take the exam.  Students are encouraged to make appointments with their Comprehensive Exam Advisory Committee.  These appointments will give students guidance about the materials to review.  In order to adequately prepare for the exam, students should keep notes, exams and books from their graduate courses.

Date of the Exam

The last Friday of October (Fall semester) or March (Spring semester) is when comprehensive exams will be scheduled and must be taken for graduation that semester.  Exams will not be scheduled during the summer semesters.  
Format & Grading of the Exam

The exam will consist of essay questions covering the student’s major and minor fields.  Students will be given a specific number of hours to compose written responses to the questions.  Exams will be scheduled by the department at a computer lab; no material may be brought to the examination site.  Students should be prepared to show a picture identification at the examination site.  

Comprehensive Exam Advisory Committee
At or near the beginning of the second semester of coursework, students should select committee members to serve on their Comprehensive Exam Advisory Committee.  The committee should include three tenure-track faculty members.  Two faculty members, including the committee chair, must be from the student’s major field.  One member must be from the student’s minor field.

Students must submit the Graduate Advisory Committee Form no later than the 30th of September (Fall semester) or by the 28th of February (Spring semester).  

The Comprehensive Exam Advisory Committee will submit questions for the exam.  The Chair along with other members of the committee has responsibility for preparing the exam.  Topics for questions will not be announced prior to the exam.  

Each faculty member who has submitted a question will evaluate whether the student has responded sufficiently well to that question.  Evaluation of the questions will be undertaken using the Criminal Justice Comprehensive Exam Grading Rubric.  Evaluation of the question(s) will be reported first to the chair of the Advisory Committee and finally to the Department Chair.  It is the prerogative of each faculty member to request that the student undergo further written or oral examination on a particular question.       

Students must pass all questions from all sections of the exam in order to graduate.  If a student fails one or more sections of the exam, those sections must be retaken.  Retake examinations can be scheduled as early as the following semester.  A student who fails to pass one or more sections will only be allowed two chances to repeat and pass the exam.  
Questions for each section of the exam will vary from semester to semester.   
For Students Fully Admitted into Program before Fall 2006

In addition to the minor field, students will be evaluated on their comprehension of various topics in their major.  Questions for the exam may be drawn from any of the following courses:  Law and Criminal Justice; Comparative Criminal Justice Systems; Advanced Methods of Social Research; Seminar in Criminological Theory; Seminar in the Administration of Criminal Justice; Seminar in Corrections; Seminar on Police Practices.  Although the Chair and the student may discuss possible areas to be evaluated in, the Advisory Committee will ultimately decide which question(s) will be included in the exam.     

In addition to the question for the minor field, students must sufficiently respond to questions in their major in order to pass the exam and graduate.  
Students will have three hours to complete the exam.

For Students Fully Admitted into Program Beginning Fall 2006 
Students must select committee members to serve on their Comprehensive Exam Advisory Committee.  The committee should include three tenure-track faculty members.  Two faculty members, including the committee chair, must be from the student’s major field (one faculty member must be from the core area of Research Methods and one from the core area of Criminological Theory).  One member must be from the student’s minor field.

In addition to the minor field, students will be evaluated on their comprehension of two core areas- Research Methods and Criminological Theory.  Students will also be evaluated on knowledge in an additional core area (Ethics of Criminal Justice; Law and Criminal Justice; Administration of Criminal Justice).  Students will be given the opportunity to select which additional core area they would prefer to be evaluated in.  Thus, in addition to the question for the minor field, students must sufficiently respond to questions in three core areas in order to pass the exam and graduate. 
Students will have four hours to complete the exam. 
Notifications of Comprehensive Exam Results

The chair of the Advisory Committee will notify the student upon receiving the final recommendation from the Advisory Committee.
