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THE UNIVERSITY
Texas A&M International University (TAMIU) is an international University, poised at the Gateway 
to México. It serves as the cultural and intellectual hub of a vibrant multilingual and multicultural 
community. A Member of The Texas A&M University System, TAMIU is committed to the preparation 
of students for leadership roles in their chosen profession in an increasingly complex, culturally diverse 
state, national and global society. The University provides over 7,900 students with a learning environment 
anchored by the highest quality programs built on a solid academic foundation in the arts and sciences. 
To fulfill its mission, the University offers a range of baccalaureate and masters programs and the Doctor 
of Philosophy degree in International Business. All programs focus on developing undergraduate and 
graduate offerings with a progressive international agenda for global study and understanding across all 
disciplines. On average, students come to the University from over 30 different countries each semester, 
creating a diverse learning and living community.     

OUR MISSION
Texas A&M International University (TAMIU), a Member of The Texas A&M University System, 
prepares students for leadership roles in an increasingly complex, culturally diverse state, national, and 
global society. TAMIU provides a learning environment built on a solid academic foundation in the 
arts and sciences. The University offers a range of baccalaureate and master’s programs and the Doctor 
of Philosophy degree in International Business Administration. In addition, the University pursues a 
progressive agenda for global study and understanding across all disciplines.

Through instruction, faculty and student research, and public service, TAMIU improves the quality of 
lives for citizens of the border region, the State of Texas, and national and international communities.

OUR HISTORY
In August of 1970, students were accepted at what was then-Texas A&I University at Laredo. While 
initially a “center” under then-Texas A&I University, this was the start of a legacy of higher education for 
South Texas. The focus then was to address a demand in teacher education and business disciplines. Texas 
A&I University at Laredo was organized under the upper-level concept of higher education, offering 
junior and senior level course work, providing a local bachelor’s degree opportunity. The upper-level 
University later expanded to include graduate degree programs. In September 1977, the University 
became Laredo State University, and its “center” status was officially removed in 1987. As the University 
grew, its scope widened and an expanded faculty was recruited to deliver new programs. The University 
became a Member of The Texas A&M University System on September 1, 1989, and its name changed 
to Texas A&M International University in 1993.

The 74th Texas Legislature approved an expansion to four-year status in the Fall of 1995, further 
authorizing the University to develop joint degree programs with Mexican and Canadian institutions of 
higher education. Additional authorization has permitted the development of doctoral level programs. 
In 1995 the University welcomed its first freshmen and sophomore students, inaugurated a new 300-acre 
campus in northeast Laredo and marked its 25th anniversary.

Throughout 2019-20, the University celebrates its 50th Anniversary as an institution of higher education 
and its 25th Anniversary on its northeast Laredo campus.

For more information on TAMIU, visit tamiu.edu

https://www.tamiu.edu/?utm_source=graduation&utm_medium=program&utm_campaign=fall19


FACULTY MARSHALS

Dr. James Moyer                                                                 College of Arts and Sciences
Dr. Robert Evans                                                                    A. R. Sanchez, Jr. School of Business
Dr. Heriberto Godina                                                                                             College of Education
Dr. Melissa García                                               College of Nursing and Health Sciences
Karla Linero-Reyes                                                                                         University College

STUDENT MARSHALS 

Ray Casas                             College of Arts and Sciences
Genesis Vera                                          A. R. Sanchez, Jr. School of Business
Priscilla García                                                   College of Education
Katya Castañeda                               College of Nursing and Health Sciences
Virginia Elena Solis                           University College

ACADEMIC BANNER MARSHALS

Jesús Treviño                                                 College of Arts and Sciences 
Renee Anthony Ambrose                                         A. R. Sanchez, Jr. School of Business
Jessica Rodríguez                                                                  College of Education
Metztlili Benavides                                                     College of Nursing and Health Sciences
Jaqueline Mayte Preciado                                          University College 

THE COMMENCEMENT PROCESSION
THE OFFICIAL PARTY

University Mace, Faculty Senate President: Dr. Lola O. Norris 
President: Dr. Pablo Arenaz

State Senator: Judith Zaffirini (D-Laredo)
Provost & Vice President for Academic Affairs: Dr. Thomas R. Mitchell

Vice President for Finance and Administration: Juan J. Castillo
Vice President for Student Success: Dr. Minita Ramírez

Vice President for Institutional Advancement: Rosanne Palacios
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences: Dr. Claudia San Miguel

Dean, A. R. Sanchez, Jr. School of Business: Dr. Stephen R. Sears
Dean, College of Education: Dr. James O’Meara 

Interim Dean, College of Nursing and Health Sciences: Dr. Marivic B. Torregosa 
Dean, University College: Dr. Catheryn J. Weitman
Dean, Graduate School: Dr. Jennifer M. Coronado

 President, Alumni Association: Joshua Llamas 
President, Student Government Association: Adrian Salcedo



THE ORDER OF EXERCISES
Master of Ceremonies

Dr. Thomas R. Mitchell, Provost & Vice President for Academic Affairs

Fanfare and Processional                                                                 Texas A&M International University 
                                                                                                                       Graduates and Stage Party 

Opening Declaration                                                                                          Dr. Thomas R. Mitchell

Presentation of Colors                                                         Texas A&M International University ROTC

National Anthem                                                                                                         Dana H. Crabtree 
                                                                                                                                  Instructor of  Voice

Introduction of Speaker                                                                                                 Dr. Pablo Arenaz
                                                                                                                                                  President

Commencement Speaker                                                                                           Dr. Judith Zaffirini                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                Texas State Senator, District 21

Presentation of Innovador Award                                                                                   Dr. Pablo Arenaz

Distinguished Student Scholar                                                                               Nelly Gabriela Salazar

Certification of Candidates for Degrees                                                              Dr. Thomas R. Mitchell

Conferring of Degrees                                                                                                   Dr. Pablo Arenaz
                                                                                                                                                  
Commissioning of ROTC Cadets                                                                      Lieutenant Colonel Díaz                                                                                               

Texas A&M International University ROTC

Presentation of Candidates                                                                                                 Mary Treviño  
                                                                                                                                        Dr. Lola Norris                                                                                                                                     

Presidential Closing Remarks                                                                                        Dr. Pablo Arenaz

Greetings from the Alumni Association                                                                             Joshua Llamas  
                                                                                                                 President, Alumni Association

Prayer of Gratitude                                                                                                           Adrian Salcedo                                                         
                                                                                           President, Student Government Association

Alma Mater                                                                                                                 Dana H. Crabtree 
                                                                                                                                
Recessional                                                 Texas A&M International University Mariachi Internacional
                                                                                                                             Joseph Baird, Director



COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

State Senator Judith Zaffirini (D-Laredo)

Senator Judith Zaffirini is the first recipient of Texas A&M International University’s Innovador 
Award.  Her visionary leadership has guided the University’s development, growth and pursuit of 
excellence, and continues to do so. She inspires our TAMIU community to always do our very best 
and we present this Award with lasting graditude and honor.

Senator Zaffirini (D-Laredo) represents the 21st Senatorial District, stretching from the Rio Grande 
to the Colorado River and the Port of Corpus Christi to the Valley. Re-elected in 2016 in a ninth 
landslide victory, she is the first Hispanic woman elected to the Texas Senate, the second highest-
ranking senator, and the highest-ranking woman and Hispanic senator. 

Her appointments provide countless opportunities to champion priorities of SD 21, the heart of the 
Eagle Ford Shale, which has generated billions of dollars in economic activity for Texas. As Senate 
Chair of the Eagle Ford Shale Legislative Caucus, Senator Zaffirini prioritizes the district’s continued 
prosperity, and as Vice Chair of the Natural Resources and Economic Development Committee and 
member of the Energy Council since 2009, she promotes responsible, sustainable development of 
Texas’ energy resources. She also helps protect and conserve the district’s air, land, and water resources 
such as the Rio Grande, the Edwards Aquifer, and the Gulf of Mexico. 

Through the State Affairs Committee, she addresses issues including bond issuances and eminent 
domain, and through that Committee, and as a member of the Judicial Council and Texas Access to 
Justice Commission, champions preventing cronyism and corruption in the legal system, promoting 
access to justice, and protecting persons under guardianship. 

As a member of the Senate Business and Commerce Committee, she advocates for large and small 
Texas businesses and workers, and as a member of the Senate Administration Committee, prioritizes 
issues of importance to local governments in SD 21’s 18 counties. Health care is a major district 
industry, and as an expert in the health and human services policy and funding, Senator Zaffirini 
advocates for improved health services…especially for the very young, the very old, the very poor, 
Veterans, and persons with disabilities. 



Her legendary work ethic is reflected in her 100 percent voting record, having cast more than 64,000 
consecutive votes, and her perfect attendance in the Texas Senate since 1987, except for breaking 
quorum deliberately to prevent an untimely re-redistricting that the U.S. Supreme Court (2006) ruled 
violated the Voting Rights Act. She has sponsored and passed 1,160 bills and 36 substantive resolutions. 
Attesting to her bipartisan effectiveness, in the 2019 Republican-dominated Texas Legislature she 
passed 127 bills, breaking her record of 108 and passing more bills than any other legislator for the 
third consecutive legislative session. She has passed more bills than any other legislator in the history 
of the State of Texas. 

Senator Zaffirini has received over 1,000 awards and honors for her legislative, public service, and 
professional work, including 340+ in communication.  Perhaps the most treasured awards are those 
provided by her son, Carlos Jr., who has honored her as the namesake of endowed scholarships at 
The University of Texas at Austin, Baylor College of Medicine, and TAMIU. He also created a grant 
program to help teacher reduce their college student loan debts, and a UT Dell Seton Medical Center 
patient suite. 

He also established the Carlos Sr. and Senator Judith Zaffirini Access to Justice Initiative, which pays 
for bar review courses and exam fees for low-income UT Law School graduates who, in turn, will 
represent low-income clients. The  Beaumont Foundation also endowed a scholarship honoring 
Senator Zaffirini and her husband at TAMIU, and the annual Senator Judith Zaffirini Medal is 
presented to TAMIU faculty and students excelling in scholarship and leadership.

Through her business, Zaffirini Communications, she provides professional communication services, 
including consulting, workshops and seminars, keynote addresses, and writing. She is also president 
of the Mr. South Texas Foundation and the D&J Alexander Foundation and its subsidiaries: D&J 
Alexander Investments and D&J Alexander Development. 

Senator Zaffirini is a distinguished communicator, educator, businessperson and leader, and holds 
B.S., M.A., and PhD degrees from UT-Austin, each with a 3.9 grade-point average. 

She and Carlos Zaffirini have been married for 54 years. Their son, Carlos Jr., an attorney and 
businessman, and wife Audrey welcomed their first son, Asher Maxwell, in 2017 and their second, 
George William, in July.



DISTINGUISHED STUDENT SCHOLARS 

Lisseth Díaz
College of Arts and Sciences

Lisseth Díaz is the daughter of Jaime and Otilia Díaz.  She graduated from Laredo’s United 
South High School Magnet Program in 2016.  Today, she graduates summa cum laude with 
a 4.0 GPA and a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science with a minor in Sociology.
  
While a student at TAMIU, Lisseth was a Study Abroad Global Ambassador, a Leadership 
Ambassador for the Freshman Leadership Organization, part of the League of Empowered 
Women, the Green Club, and was inducted to Pi Sigma Alpha, the National Political Science 
Honor Society.  She also worked part-time as a student research assistant with the Depart-
ment of Social Sciences and completed an internship at the 406th Judicial District Court.

Lisseth plans to pursue a Master of  International Affairs with a concentration in International 
Development.  Her longtime goal is to work for the United Nations Development Program.

Luz G. González
College of Education

Luz G. González  is a 2015 graduate of Roma High School. She transferred to TAMIU in 
2017 from Kansas. Today, she earns a Bachelor of Science with a Major in Interdisciplinary 
Studies with EC-6 and a Bilingual Emphasis. While at TAMIU, she has been a  member of 
Kappa Delta Epsilon and was a recipient of the Lamar Bruni Vergara Scholarship. She plans 
to pursue a Master in Curriculum and Instruction and will teach in Laredo. She hopes to 
inspire students to become the best version of themselves. She plans to teach beyond content 
to help create advocacy, character and respect.

Nelly Salazar graduates with a Bachelor of Arts in Multidisciplinary Studies with concen-
trations in English, History, and Philosophy. She is the recipient of numerous TAMIU 
scholarships and honors, including the B. P. Peggy Newman Scholarship, the Student 
Success Scholars Scholarship and the Outstanding Student Researcher Award.  She has 
appeared on both the Honor Roll, and Dean’s List. She has been an active member of 
the University Honors Program, Phi Kappa Phi, and Reading the Globe. She  received a 
Certificate of Leadership for her  involvement in the Advising and Mentoring Center as a 
first-year student success mentor. 

Nelly Gabriela Salazar 
University College



DISTINGUISHED STUDENT SCHOLARS 

Aileen Karina Rendón
College of Nursing and Health Sciences

Aileen Karina Rendón is the daughter of Karina González and granddaughter of Irma and 
Laurencio González. She graduated from John B. Alexander High School in 2016. Today, she 
earns her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the College of Nursing and Health Sciences’ 
Dr. F. M. Canseco School of Nursing.
 
While at TAMIU, she was part of the Student Philanthropy Council, served as historian 
and community service chairman for the Student Nurses’ Association, and traveled to South 
Korea and China as a Reading the Globe Ambassador. She is a recipient of The Sanchez 
Family Foundation Scholarship and the Patricia Killam Hurd Nursing Scholarship. Aileen 
has completed over 350 community service hours, partnering with the City of Laredo 

Health Department, United Independent School District, and the Laredo Animal Care Facility. She is an active Iglesia Cristiana 
Misericordia member. 

Upon graduation, Aileen will serve her community as an Intensive Care Unit Nurse. She plans to return to TAMIU and enroll in 
the Advance Nursing Education Sexual Assault Nursing Examiner Program and pursue a Doctorate of Nursing Practice. 

Genesis Vera is the daughter of Rigoberto López and Teresa Martínez, wife of Oliver Vera, 
and mother of  Ximena Grace Vera. Today, she earns her Bachelor of Business Administration 
in Accounting, graduating summa cum laude with a 3.949 GPA. 

While a student at TAMIU, Genesis traveled to Malaga, Spain as part of a Study Abroad 
program. She served as president of the Building on Legacy student organization and was a 
member of the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program. Upon graduation, she plans to 
begin her professional career as an accountant while pursuing her longtime goal of opening 
her own café restaurant.

Genesis Vera
A. R. Sanchez, Jr. School of Business 



HONORS AT GRADUATION
Graduates receiving honors or distinction are acknowledged in the following manner:

UNIVERSITY HONORS 
Each year at Commencement, Texas A&M International University recognizes outstanding graduates 
based on grade point average with University Honors.  These students are designated by gold cords 

worn at Commencement and their honors are announced as follows:
Cum Laude – with honors   Magna Cum Laude – with high honors   

Summa Cum Laude – with highest honors.

UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM
Students who are members of the University Honors Program and complete its requirements of Honors 
coursework graduate with a UHP Diploma (minimum 36 hours of Honors plus an Honors Thesis) or a 
UHP Certificate (minimum 18 hours of Honors, with or without an Honors Thesis) and are designated 

by a silver medallion and a silver tassel they wear during Commencement.

D. D. HACHAR HONORS PROGRAM
Students who are members of the D. D. Hachar Honors Program are designated by the 

silver medallion they wear during Commencement.

HONOR SOCIETIES
The following honor societies are represented on campus.  

 Alpha Kappa Delta - International Sociology Honor Society
Alpha Phi Sigma - National Criminal Justice Honor Society

Beta Beta Beta - National Biological Honor Society
Beta Gamma Sigma – International Business Honor Society
Kappa Delta Pi - International Honor Society in Education

National Society of Leadership and Success
Phi Kappa Phi - All-Discipline Honor Society

Pi Sigma Alpha - National Political Science Honor Society
Psi Chi - National Society in Psychology

Sigma Delta Pi - National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society
Sigma Tau Delta - National Honor Society in English

TAMIU Trailblazers - Co-curricular Leadership Initiative designated by completion patches.
U.S. Presidential Volunteer Service Award - Higher Education Community Service Award.

TAMIU Philanthropy Cord - Symbolizes pride and philanthropic support of 
TAMIU student scholarships.

Texas A&M International University recognizes all U.S. military veteran graduates who have 
served honorably. These graduates are distinguished by a red, white and blue cord providing 

special recognition for their service. This cord symbolizes TAMIU’s pride and gratitude for our 
veteran graduates’ service and sacrifice for our nation.



ACADEMIC COSTUMES AND REGALIA
A Brief History and Chronology

By Dr. Stephen Lunce and Dr. Jerry Thompson

            Academic costumes of today have a history of nearly eight hundred years.  In Medieval Europe men and women 
typically wore gowns or robes.  There was a great deal of variety in color and material, depending upon the position and wealth 
of the wearer.  Gradually there developed distinctive gowns for various professions, trades and religious orders.  Students and 
teachers in many medieval universities such as Paris, Oxford and Cambridge organized themselves into guilds.  Gradually 
the academic costume became distinctive for Bachelors of Arts (the apprentices), Masters of Arts (the teachers), and Doctors 
(teachers who had completed postgraduate studies).  Most of the distinctive characteristics appeared in the hood, which was 
originally a practical element of dress, but which evolved into a separate and purely ornamental article, draped over the shoulder 
and down the back.  The academic cap was a later development.  It was first conferred as a symbol of the M. A. Degree.  Some 
of these Master’s caps were stiff, some soft, some square, some round with a tuft in the center.  Today’s tassel is an elaboration 
of the tuft.  Although round caps are still used at some universities, Oxford University’s “mortar board” style is more common.  
The dress worn by faculty and graduates during Commencement ceremonies is based upon costumes used in 14th and 15th 
century universities, particularly Oxford and Cambridge in England.  This style of academic dress and accoutrements has been 
used in the United States from colonial times, and it was standardized by an Intercollegiate Code in 1895.  Like the military of 
medieval times with its pages, squires, and knights, the academic world has long recognized three basic levels of dignity and 
achievement; these are:  undergraduates, bachelors, and masters.  The distinction between masters and doctors is a relatively 
recent phenomenon; both masters and doctors levels of achievement imply the right to teach.  The variety of styles and colors 
seen in a faculty procession reflects the fact that each university retains its own distinguishing customs as especially revealed 
by the design of its doctoral robes.  When a university is granted the right to confer doctoral degrees, one of the privileges that 
accompanies that right is the opportunity to design unique and distinctive regalia for its graduates.
 12th/13th Centuries:  Origin of academic dress – the dress of the scholar (student or teacher) is the dress of a 
cleric.  Long robes are needed for warmth in unheated buildings; likewise, the hood provided warmth for the tonsured head.  
Eventually, a skullcap replaces the hood, 1321.  University of Colombia stipulates that all “Doctors, Licentiates and Bachelors’ 
wear robes.”
 
 14th Century:  Regulations of certain colleges in England forbid “excess in apparel” and prescribed a long gown 
                                            for all scholars.  Oxford and Cambridge prescribe a definite academic dress and exercise   
      university control over all details.
 19th Century (late):  Assignment of specific colors to signify certain faculties is standardized in the United States.
 1887:  Gardner Cotrell Leonard’s designed gowns adopted by Williams College.  The standardization of   
            American system of academic dress has begun.
 1895:  Representatives of leading institutions, including Leonard, meeting as the Intercollegiate Commission,
                               define a system of academic apparel.  In the meeting, held at Columbia University, the first academic   
            costume code for different disciplines is established.
 1932:  American Council on Education approves the costume code established by the Intercollegiate   
            Commission.
 1959:  Academic costume code is updated.
 1986:  The American Council on Education committee adds the following sentence to the code to clarify the use
                               of dark blue for the Ph.D. Degree.  “In the case of the Doctor of Philosophy Degree, the dark blue color
                               is used to represent the mastery of the discipline of learning and scholarship in any field that is attested to
                               by the awarding of this degree and is not intended to represent the field of philosophy.”

Ceremonial Mace
 Dating back to medieval times when they were used as weapons of war, maces are now symbols of institutional 
authority and used on ceremonial occasions.
 The TAMIU Mace is a wood staff crowned with laurel leaves and anchored by a series of silver bands naming 
the University’s presidents.  It  signifies the University’s power to protect knowledge against those  seeking to undermine 
or exploit it, while also representing TAMIU’s commitment to intellectual honesty and integrity and the civic trust 
acknowledged with its display and use.

Memory Stoles
 Memory Stoles, worn around the neck throughout the graduation ceremony, are a way for graduates to share 
this memorable occasion with a special person. Wear it with pride and give the Memory Stole to someone who helped you 
in your personal quest for knowledge.



THE ACADEMIC REGALIA

Tassel
Black or colored to indicate

academic discipline. Worn on
left side after graduation.

Hood
Designates discipline
(see academic colors

below).

Robe
Usually black, but
sometimes colored to
indicate University.

Designates University.

DOCTOR

ACADEMIC COLORS
Maize - Agriculture

White - Arts, Letters, Humanities
Drab - Business Administration

Lilac - Dentistry
Copper - Economics

Light Blue - Education
Brown - Fine Arts
Russet - Forestry

Maroon - Home Economics
Crimson - Journalism

Purple - Law
Lemon - Library Science

Green - Medicine
Pink - Music

Apricot - Nursing
Silver Gray - Speech

Olive Green - Pharmacy
Dark Blue - Philosophy

Sage Green - Physical Education
Peacock Blue - Public Administration

Salmon Pink - Public Health
Gold - Yellow - Science
Citron - Social Science

Scarlet - Theology of Divinity
Gray - Veterinary Science

MASTER BACHELOR



Texas A&M International University
Mariachi Internacional Members

Violins
Billy Bravo

Angela Carranza
Angie Flores
Jaden Gray

Joseph Hunkin
Carolina Ramírez
Esmeralda Salazar

Trumpets
Clarisa Buenrostro
Gilbert Buenrostro

Ray Lopez
Daniel Pérez

Guitarrón
Arturo Guerrero

Vihuela
David Reyes

George Sánchez

Guitar
Frank Reyes

Oscar Ortegón















ALMA MATER
SUNG TO THE THEME FROM THE FOURTH MOVEMENT

OF BEETHOVEN’S NINTH SYMPHONY

A Song for
Texas A&M International University

Near to Rio Grande’s waters, stately towers above the plain,
Stands our noble Alma Mater, wisdom raised for all to gain.

Binding nations, hearts and visions, aspirations ever new,

Hail to Thee, our Alma Mater!
Hail to Thee, dear TAMIU!

Here, ’neath sun and gentle breezes, dove and deer lodge safely by,
May Thy children, safe in wisdom, flourish ever ’neath Thy sky.

Pledge we faith and homage ever, joined in our diversity,
May time ne’er efface the memory of our University! 

Binding nations, hearts and visions, aspirations ever new,

Hail to Thee, our Alma Mater!
Hail to Thee, dear TAMIU! ©1996

Lyrics by Ray M. Keck III, Ph.D. and family
President Emeritus and Professor of Spanish



https://www.facebook.com/TAMIUGradSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/tamiugradschool/
https://twitter.com/TAMIUGradSchool
https://www.linkedin.com/in/TAMIUGradSchool/
tel:9563263020
mailto:graduateschool@tamiu.edu
https://www.tamiu.edu/gradschool/?utm_source=graduation&utm_medium=program&utm_campaign=fall19


The University’s Fall 2019 Commencement 
is available for streaming at: go.tamiu.edu/gradceremony

 A digital Fall 2019 Commencement Program can be 
viewed by scanning the QR Code below.

Candidates for graduation will receive a printed program
at diploma distribution. 

Our Story is Your Story. 

Together, We’ve Made “A World of Difference.”

So…let’s share that story!

For 50 Years, the University has made “A World of Difference”…
As a student, faculty member, graduate or friend, you’ve helped our 

University deliver its mission, reach milestones and help change lives. 

YOU are OUR story!  

It's a story 50 Years in the Making...
so help us tell it! 

Visit 50.tamiu.edu/yourstory

https://go.tamiu.edu/gradceremony
https://50.tamiu.edu/yourstory

