Applying to College
basics
College Entrance Exams

The tests primarily used for admission to colleges are the ACT (American College Test) and the SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test).  The tests are used with your high school record to evaluate your level of academic knowledge.  Some colleges prefer the ACT and others prefer the SAT.  Some accept either test.  If you are undecided about where to go to college, you should consider taking both exams to keep your options open.  
Plan ahead.  The registration deadline is about a month before each test, so you must schedule your test in time to get results back for college admission deadlines.
SAT (www.collegeboard.com)
The SAT has two versions.  The SAT I is used as an entrance exam and measures verbal and math skills, and now includes a writing portion.  The test is divided into several sections and lasts three hours and 45 minutes.  The SAT has three scores, each on the scale of 200 to 800. Your score will include writing (W 200-800), mathematics (M 200-800), and critical reading (CR 200-800).  Your math and critical reading scores on the new SAT can be compared to the math and verbal scores on the old test. This is something colleges need for consistency in admissions requirements. However, the SAT writing score is completely new.

The SAT II is equivalent to a placement test.  Its subject tests are one-hour, primarily multiple choice tests in specific subjects.  The tests measure knowledge or skills in a particular subject and your ability to apply that knowledge.

The fee for the SAT Reasoning Test is $43.00. As was the case with the old SAT, students who cannot afford test fees can apply for fee waivers to cover test fees. Fee waivers are not permitted with late registrations


ACT (www.act.org)
The ACT evaluates English, math, reading and science reasoning.  The English portion lasts 45 minutes, the math 60 minutes, and reading and science both last 35 minutes.  The national average score on the ACT is 21; the highest possible score is 36.  

The 2007–2008 basic registration fee is $30.00, which includes sending score reports to up to four college choices. The basic registration fee for the ACT Plus Writing is $44.50.

Assessment Tests

Public colleges and universities in Texas are required by law to assess some students’ reading, writing and math skills to ensure they have the academic skills to perform effectively in college.  Some schools may use the Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) test.  Some students will be exempt from these tests.  To find out about exemptions, ask your counselor or an admissions counselor.
Preparation Aids

You may find it helpful to use preparation tools prior to taking admissions and/or placement tests.  Books, videos, computer programs and courses have been designed to help students be more successful on these tests.  These aids prepare you for the tests by letting you know what to expect.
Advanced Placement Tests

The Advanced Placement Program consists of 37 college-level courses and exams in 22 disciplines.  Students take the courses and the exams at their high schools, and those who attain a satisfactory score may be able to receive academic course credit in those subjects when they enroll in college.  Each test costs about $84, which is much less than the cost of tuition at most colleges.  Check with your counselor to learn about AP options at your school.  Costs may be lower or even free through special programs.

College Level Examination Program
College Level Examination Program or CLEP exams may allow students to “place out” of certain required courses in college by giving them credit for their existing knowledge.  Anyone can take any of the 34 CLEP exams, which are usually taken on college campuses for about $65.  An administration fee may also be assessed by the testing site.  Check with the college you plan to enter before taking any CLEP exam.  You can find more information about the program at www.collegeboard.com/clep or call 1.800.257.9558.
The College Application Process
Your application, transcripts, class rank and entrance exam scores determine your acceptance to most colleges or universities.  Some schools may require an essay or references.
College Applications

You can get applications by calling universities or downloading them from college websites.  You can apply to any Texas public university using the electronic or printed version of the Texas Common Application (www.applytexas.org).  

Your college application form will represent you to college admissions officials, so take time to fill it out neatly, completely, and correctly.  Know the college’s deadlines and complete your application with plenty of time.  Allow at least a week for mail delivery unless the college allows you to fax your application or send it over the internet.
Read all instructions that come with the application and follow them precisely.  If you are not filling out an electronic form, type your responses or use black ink (not blue).  Carefully check your application for errors when you’ve finished.  Be sure to send the application fee if required.

Official Transcripts

As part of the application process, you will need to request an official transcript, or record of your grades, from your high school to be sent to the colleges of your choice.  Unofficial transcripts or photocopies are not acceptable because of the possibility of grade tampering.

Automatic Admission

All Texas high school seniors graduating in the top 10 percent of their class with the recommended or higher graduation track receive automatic admission to Texas public universities [but must still complete the application process].

Application Tips
· Complete your application when you have adequate time to do so, in a quiet place without distractions.  Take your time.

· Read it through and follow directions precisely.

· Print neatly in black ink or type your responses.  (If completing the Texas Common Application, it is recommended that you complete the application online.  You may consider completing a hard copy beforehand to review with you parents.  A short version designed for web entry is also available.)
· Use your real name, not nicknames.

· Answer questions with concise, truthful answers.

· Check your spelling and proofread.

· If you make mistakes, use correction liquid and rewrite or retype your response.

· Keep a copy of your application.

· Mail your application early enough to meet deadlines.
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