Factors to Consider when Choosing a College
basics
Taken from the University of North Texas “How to Choose the Right College for You” Guide, 2004.

Accreditation and Academics

If you want your degree to be valuable in the job market, you should attend an accredited college or university.  Don’t assume a college is accredited – find out.  In addition to institutional accreditation, academic departments or programs may be further accredited.  This tells you that the program meets additional standards of quality and is recognized nationally for doing so.

Many colleges may have national reputations for excellence in the academic department, program or faculty.  Find out about the curriculum and faculty in your proposed major.  Ask about internships or other hands-on experience in the field before graduation.

Faculty

The professors at a college are more than just teachers.  If you are certain of your major, the best way to assess whether you’ll “click” with the faculty is to visit the campus and chat with professors.  Ask about the average number of students in classes in that department.  Find out what kind of hands-on experience you will be offered in class and what internships are available.

Location

Choosing the right college for you means choosing a place to live for four years or more.  For some, leaving home is not an option.  For others, going hundreds or thousands of miles away is too difficult.  In addition to distance from your home, consider how the college’s location will affect your opportunities for internships, jobs, housing, entertainment, etc.

Size

When choosing a college, it is helpful to narrow your choices by deciding what college size best fits your needs.  Large universities have a wide variety of majors, many student activities, extensive resources, and a number of residence halls.  Large universities often give you the opportunity to meet people with varied backgrounds, cultures, and interests.  Smaller schools often focus on the liberal arts, and offer an intimate setting where you get to know just about everyone on campus.

Cost

Be sure to consider that college costs include more than just tuition: there are fees, textbooks, housing, food and other expenses such as parking and travel.  College fees may include additional costs for nonresident or out-of-state students, computers, health services and student activities.

All the costs may seem overwhelming, but most schools offer many types of financial aid. It is possible to get both scholarships and federal financial aid.

Majors

You will choose your primary course of study, known as your major, from the college’s academic programs.  For most degree programs, students are required to take basic courses, including English, history, math and political science, which along with introductory courses for their major, fill much of their first few semesters.  During their junior and senior years, students take advanced courses concentrating primarily on the major of their choice.

There are colleges for all types of students, and the average student changes his or her major three times while in school.  Colleges offer a variety of majors, and some also may have counselors specially trained to work with undecided majors.

Support Services

Going to college is like going to a whole different world.  The right college should provide services and resources to help you adapt.  So when you’re looking at colleges, consider resources such as health centers, libraries, counselors and computer labs.

Campus Life

Most schools offer a variety of student organizations.  See what kind of clubs the college offers that match your interests.  Look into leadership training or opportunities to be an officer or leader in the organizations that interest you.  Don’t be shy – you’ll have a richer college experience if you get involved.  Campus life also means football games and other athletic events, concerts, plays, dances, movies, intramurals, and dozens of other activities.  Check out what’s available at the college you’re interested in.

Safety and Security

Every college is required to publish crime statistics annually, including the number of motor vehicle thefts, burglaries, aggravated assaults, robberies, rapes, murders, liquor violations, drug abuse violations and weapons possessions on campus.  Check out the situation at any campus you are considering.  Ask about lighting and the availability of police escort services at night.


Questions to Ask Yourself:

· Is the college I’m considering accredited?  Is the academic program I’m interested in accredited?

· What is the faculty’s reputation? Are any faculty members nationally recognized?  Have they written books in the field?

· Do I want to live in another state while attending college?  How will I get back and forth between school and home? What kind of climate do I want to live in?

· Are there opportunities for internships near the college? If not, how far will I have to travel?

· How important is nightlife to me? Will I be happy or bored at a college far away from a large city?

· Does the campus I’m considering have adequate lighting at night?  What is the crime rate?  Do campus police officers provide “safe rides” at night?

· Do I know what I want to major in, or would I prefer many choices of majors?

· Do I like meeting new people, or would I rather know everyone on campus? Do I want to join a sorority or fraternity, participate in athletics or learn to be a leader?

· Does the college I’m considering offer satisfactory health services and computer and library resources?

· What seems like the right college for me?
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