Gathering Information on Colleges
basics
Surf the Web

Most colleges’ websites will provide general information about the school, the majors offered, admission requirements and many other topics of interest to prospective students.  Most will have photographs of the campus, a campus map and major publications such as the catalog and class schedules.  Some will have virtual campus tours or a video available online.

Obtain College Publications

Many colleges have their catalogs and class schedules available online, so you can look at them for free.  It’s best to call or write colleges, tell them you’re thinking of applying and ask them to send you some printed information.  This information is free.  You’ll usually get a viewbook (a brochure or booklet with lots of photos and some descriptive information) and perhaps a letter or application for admission.  Many publications can be picked up at your local College Night (usually held some time in October) without having to wait for them to come in the mail.  When you get the information, read it carefully; if you don’t find the answers to your questions, contact the campus for clarification.

Visit the Campus

After you’ve narrowed down your colleges of choice, the next step is to visit them.  Visiting a college is the best way to find out what it’s really like.  Most Texas high school seniors are allowed a certain number of days to visit college campuses.  The best way to conduct your visit is to arrange a guided tour in advance and to chat with faculty members in you major area of study.  You may also check out the residence halls and talk to the admissions and financial aid representatives.  Try to talk to currently enrolled students to get their perspective on the campus.  

Make the Most of Your Campus Visit
· Schedule your campus visit in advance.  Try to go on a weekday when classes are in session.

· Allow at least four hours for each college visit.

· Visit residence halls, cafeterias, student centers, libraries and computer labs.

· Ask students about professors, dorm life, class schedules, cafeterias, student organizations and off-campus activities.

· Talk to financial aid counselors.

· Attend a class.

· Keep notes about each college.

Attend Events for Prospective Students

Many colleges have special events for prospective students several times a year.  These events generally provide more information than you’ll get on a tour and also give you a chance to meet other students who plan to attend the university.  These events are often organized by the admissions staff or by student groups to answer typical questions about the college.  You’ll meet key people at the college and learn how to navigate the admissions process and how to get set up for your first semester.
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