University Research Council Meeting Minutes
October 1, 2010
I. Call to order 
Dr. Jeff Brown called the meeting to order at 2:38 on October 1, 2010.

Roll call 
The following persons were present: 
Jeff Brown, Ken Tobin, Louise Autio, Tom Vaughan, Jerry Thompson

In absentia was:  Bill Riggs, Tagi Sagafi-nejad, Ken Hung, Juan Cisneros, David Beck, Trace 	Pirtle, John Maxstadt, Jacqueline Mayfield, Carol Waters, Qingwen Ni, Brittan Wilson

Not enough members for quorum, approval of the minutes from last URC meeting was postponed until the next meeting.
II. New business

	a.  Process to review potential Restricted Research Grants 
		
		i.  Dr. Heredia has been awarded a research grant - Title V, Part B:  $2,875,000 over 			5 years 
		
		ii.  THECB SAM document - 2-3 grants were assigned to each URC member for 			them to review, complete the THECB Recommended Restricted Research 				Determination Form, and return the form to Dr. Brown or Celeste Kidd.  
		
		iii.  Assignments - after the end of the meeting, an email was sent to all URC 				members with the grant assignment sheet, the THECB form, and an abbreviated 			version of each grant, which included the project summary, budget, and budget 			justification.  Members are to contact Celeste Kidd if there are any questions 				regarding the form or if anyone needs additional information about the grants they 			were assigned to review.

	b.  $1000 Incentive funding for PIs who receive research grant has been proposed by Dr. 	Arenaz for the PI to use to be able to buy extra supplies or attend another conference.
		 
	c.  New TAMIU policies - in the process of developing formal IRB & IACUC policies
	Impending policies:  Conflict of Interest, Biosafety and potentially an Export Control policy

	d.  New website design - Celeste Kidd did a quick showing of the forthcoming redesigned 	website for the Office of Research and Sponsored Projects (ORSP)	
	
	e.  Compliance training presentation - postponed
	
	f.  URG/URDA abstracts posted on the new ORSP website - would like to post the 	professional summary (ie. abstracts) for previously awarded URG projects on the new 	website, only with the consent of the PI.  

	Not enough quorum to vote on this today, will bring up at next meeting.
	
	g.  URDA review sub-committee - tabled until next meeting
	
	h.  Policy Changes
		
		i.  Include Colleges in review process?
		Does the URC want to return to having colleges involved in review process or review 		applications like last year, without the colleges involved in the process		

		ii.  External reviews of URDA applications
		Need to consider the issues below if going to implement external reviews, and 			determine how to functionally implement an external review process

			1.  Selection of reviewers 
			2.  Timelines 
			3.  Potential lack of a timely response from reviewers

Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 3:30
Minutes submitted by: Dr. Jeff Brown and Celeste Kidd
Minutes are pending approval by University Research Council
