
PART A:  

Summaries of Project Request 

 Human trafficking has been described as the new modern-day form of slavery and involves the exploitation of humans for 

the sexual gratification of others and/or the exploitation of humans for any form of labor.  The purpose of the research is to provide 

a rich and detailed review of literature.  The primary goal is to assess the current state of knowledge in human trafficking by 

examining U.S. and non-U.S. literature on the subject and to complete a comprehensive literature review.  The research project has 

several objectives.  First, it will collect and create a complete bibliography of all publications on human trafficking.  A secondary 

objective will be to configure the bibliography in an easily accessible electronic form (Endnote and/or Microsoft ACCESS).  The 

bibliography or database will be cross-categorized and searchable according to the individual researcher’s specific areas of 

interest.  Another objective will be to develop criteria to objectively rate the literature based on the quality of research methods 

employed.  Rating and categorizing the literature is needed in order to more precisely understand this global phenomenon, as such 

procedure will identify the most scientific research conducted on the subject or the most reliable research and discard the ones that 

lack scientific rigor.   

Description of Research 

Publications will be examined for inclusion based on the following parameters: (1) type of article (e.g. review article, 

meta-analysis, data-driven, policy article), (2) source country of trafficked victims, (3) destination country of trafficked victims, 

(4) trafficking routes, (5) nature or type of trafficking (e.g. sex trafficking, forced labor, debt bondage), (6) demographics of 

victims, (7) demographics of the perpetrators or those involved in the sale and enslavement of human beings, (8) push and pull 

factors (e.g. monetary, psychological, social, political) or factors which influence the vulnerability of victimization, (9) recruitment 

methods of trafficked victims and, (10) organized crime trafficking networks.   Additionally, those articles categorized as data-

driven will undergo further examination and categorization.  This will be done to rate the articles according to the quality of 

research methods employed or to identify best practices in research.  Included articles will be categorized along the following 

criteria: (1) literature review, (2) sampling criteria, (3) research methodology, including study materials such as standardized and 

unstandardized measures, research design and, use of effect size and, (4) thoroughness of reporting.  A rubric will be developed for 

each of the four categories and each study will be rated on a four point scale (excellent, good, acceptable, poor).  Each study will 

receive a summed score across the four categories. 

The research project will be completed in one year and findings will be presented at academic conferences and published 

in relevant scholarly journals. 
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