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For more than a decade the
City of Laredo Commission for
Women has honored women of
Laredo through the Women’s Hall
of Fame who have made signifi-
cant contributions to the city.

Keeping with that tradition,
applications are now being
accepted for 2008 inductees. 

The women’s commission is
seeking individuals who have
made a positive impact on society
while living or working in
Laredo.

Past inductees include Sen.
Judith Zaffirini (1995), former
mayor Elizabeth Flores (1996),
Barbara Kazen of Bethany House
(2000), Sister Rosemary Welsh
(2004) and former county com-
missioner Judith Gutierrez
(2006).

To nominate a woman who has
been a role model in Laredo, sub-
mit an application (available
through the City of Laredo) iden-
tifying the person’s biographical
information, accomplishments
and a written explanation why the
nominee deserves the honor.
Newspaper clippings, certificates,
letters of achievement and other
documentation can also be sub-
mitted to support a nominee. A
recent photo is also required. 

Nominations can be made in
the following categories: agricul-
ture/ranching, arts, athletics,
business, civic/volunteer, educa-

tion, family,
financial, gov-
e r n m e n t ,
health/environ-
ment, law
e n fo rc e m e n t ,
legal, manufac-
t u r i n g ,
media/commu-
nications and
politics.

When enter-
ing someone for
a category, spec-
ify what contri-
butions the
woman has
made to that
area of expert-
ise. 

Applications
are due by 5
p.m., Dec. 10.
Mail nomina-
tions to Linda E.
Tays, City of
Laredo, City
M a n a g e r ’ s
Office (third
floor), 1110

Houston St., Laredo, TX, 78040 or
call 791-7312. The Laredo
Commission for Women will
select the inductees.

Committee ready
to discuss ethics

The City of Laredo Ethics Ad
Hoc Advisory Committee is set to
meet at 5:30 p.m.  Tuesday, Nov. 27,
in the Laredo City Hall third-floor
conference room, 1110 Houston St.

Don’t throw that out;
clean it up and recycle

Tuesday, Nov. 27, is Texas Recycles
Day. The Texas Department of
Transportation is having its 2nd Annual
Reuse Roundup from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

In Laredo, Goodwill will provide
blue rolling collection bins which
will be placed at the covered patio in
the courtyard of the TxDOT Laredo
district headquarters, 1817 Bob
Bullock Loop to receive donations.
Goodwill is especially interested in
personal items such as clothes, shoes,
toys, sports equipment, books, tapes,
CDs, blankets and small appliances. 

Poznecki plans to discuss
proposed sites for fifth bridge

The City-County Government
Issues Committee will meet at 12:15
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 28, at the air-
port director’s conference room,
5210 Bob Bullock Loop. 

There will be a presentation by
Poznecki Camarillo Engineering
Surveying on the fifth international
bridge, including the company’s
draft report on site analysis and rec-
ommendations regarding the sites.

The agenda also calls for possi-
ble action “regarding the recom-
mendation of Paznecki Camarillo
Engineering to select the best site
for International Bridge No. 5.” 

Public invited to session 
on new police contract

The City of Laredo and the
Laredo Police Officers Association
are having a collective bargaining
session at 9 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 29,
at the administration office of
International Bridge I at El Portal,
1209 Water St., in the second-floor
conference room.

The meeting is open to the pub-
lic.  On the agenda is continuing
discussion and possible action on
all aspects of the collective bargain-
ing agreement now in negotiations.

MPO to get briefing
on San Bernardo projct

The Metropolitan Planning
Organization’s policy committee is

meeting at 11 a.m. Thursday, Nov.
29, at City Council chambers, 1110
Houston St.

Committee members will hear a
presentation from the Alliance
Transportation Group about the
San Bernardo Avenue renovation
and restoration project, among
other items.

Make-A-Wish offers
training for volunteers

Make-A-Wish Foundation of
Central & South Texas has sched-
uled its annual Volunteer orienta-
tion and training from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 29, at La
Quinta Inn & Suites, 7220 Bob
Bullock Loop.

Call 712-9474 (WISH) to reserve
your seat.

Angie Castilleja, director of
Wish Granting Services, will con-
duct the customized training. The
first hour will be an orientation
on the mission and service in
Laredo of the Make-A-Wish
Foundation. For those volunteers
who want to become specialized
wish-granting volunteers, quali-
fied to interview eligible wish
children, a detailed wish granter
training will require the addi-
tional twp hours of training.

“Doctors refer the children and
know they benefit from the power
of a wish,” Castilleja said. “We
need passionate volunteers to
help us interview the children,
and help make their one heartfelt
wish come true.”

Make-A-Wish raises local funds
to serve local children and relies
heavily on trained volunteers to
help deliver the service it promises
to children. The organization is in
need of more Spanish-Speaking
volunteers in the Laredo area.

For more information about
Make-A-Wish, visit www.centra-
landsouthtexas.wish.org.

SBDC offers workshop
on emergency planning

The Texas A&M International
University Small Business
Development Center (TAMIU-
SBDC) will be sponsoring a hands-
on workshop on how to create an
emergency plan for the workplace.

The workshop is scheduled for
Thursday, Dec. 6, from 1:30 p.m. to
4:30 p.m. at TAMIU’s Dr. Billy F.
Cowart Hall, room 116.

Deirdre Pattillo from the South-
West Border Region SBDC/Human
Capital Program will conduct a
hands-on workshop on how to cre-
ate a workplace emergency pre-
paredness plan. 

Utilizing an electronic template,
each attendee will be able to create or
revise his or her emergency manage-
ment practices with the direction and
assistance of Human Capital staff. 

The interactive discussion will
cover:

Resources for writing (rewrit-
ing) your company’s plan

Preparing for emergencies
Assessing job hazards
Developing a successful train-

ing program.
The goals and objectives of a

workplace emergency prepared-
ness program will be reviewed and
a plan utilizing the tools for creat-
ing and maintaining a safe and
compliant workplace will be pre-
pared during the clinic.

To register, call the TAMIU
SBDC office at 956.326.2827, or e-
mail sbdc@tamiu.edu.

Learn how to successfully
grow your business at TAMIU

The Texas A&M International
University Small Business
Development Center (TAMIU-SBDC)
will be sponsoring a seminar on how
to successfully grow your business. 

The conference is set for
Thursday, Dec. 6, 2007, from 8:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at TAMIU’s
Student Center, room 230-231.
The seminar is free, and lunch
will be provided compliments of
TAMIU SBDC. This is a great
opportunity for networking.

The surest way to successful
business growth is to know your
business, to know your products,
and to know your customers.

Once a new business is up and
running and things are going fine,
an owner will start to look at how
to grow. 

There are many ways to expand a
good business, but first you must
ensure you have your current busi-
ness under control. It makes no sense
to start opening new stores if you are
still struggling with customer service
or accounting issues. It would simply
increase your worries.

To register, call the TAMIU
SBDC office at 956.326.2827, or e-
mail . 
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SEMINARS,WORKSHOP,MEETINGS & MORE

Photo by Susana Segovia  |  Laredo Morning Times
Danny Villarreal (center) along with his grandmother, Ellen B. Young, cut the ribbon during the grand opening of the all-new Paul Young
Dodge-Chrysler-Jeep Dealership on Bob Bullock Loop.

Paul Young Auto Group
opens new location

By MELANIE FERRARO
LAREDO MORNING TIMES

Paul Young Auto Group recently
had a formal grand opening for its
brand new facility at 1102 Bob
Bullock Loop, helping the land-
mark dealership provide better cus-
tomer service than ever before. 

“We want customers to feel com-
fortable when they are here,” said
General Store Manager Shawn
Young.

With a new, larger showroom that
can hold 12 cars instead of four or
five as in the past, customers can see
all the latest models in an air-condi-
tioned and comfortable environment.
The predominantly hot Laredo
weather can prevent customers from
coming out to see the cars outdoors,
Young said, but the cool, comfortable
environment makes for an appealing
shopping experience. 

The new facility also features a
new parts showroom where buyers
can see and choose the latest car
accessories first hand.

“Everything is finally in one
building,” said Young. 

In past years, Paul Young Auto
had to share its parts and service
center with other dealers.
Additionally, its service department
was in a separate location from
sales. Customers would have to
drive from one place to another to
get the service they needed. 

According toYoung, the new
facility is designed specifically to
meet customer needs. It features a
spacious waiting lounge with televi-
sions, snacks and a salt-water
aquarium. There is also a children’s

play area, equipped with toys and
movies, where kids can play safely
while their parents shop. 

The necessities also are taken
care of, as Paul Young listened to its
customers’ suggestions.

“We have really nice bath-
rooms,” she said.

Privacy was also a concern for
customers and Young responded by
providing private cubicles where
customers can talk candidly with
sales staff about financing and
other sensitive issues. Young fre-
quently asks customers how she
can improve customer service and
strives to fulfill their requests.

The new facility has a huge
inventory, including about 700 new
and 125 pre-owned Chrysler, Dodge
and Jeep vehicles. 

“We are built for growth,” said
Young. “We have to make customers
feel good about buying here.” 

For more information about Paul
Young Auto Group, call (956) 764-
7100 or stop by to see the new faci-
ilty at 1102 Bob Bullock Loop. 

TAMIU doctoral 
student takes prize

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

For the third year in a row,
Texas A&M International
University had a strong showing at
the Fifth Annual Pathways to the
Ph.D. Symposium Conference
hosted by Tarleton State University
in Stephenville, Nov. 2 - 3. 

Doctoral student Kristan
Skylar Powell’s research into the
effects of international diversifica-
tion on research and development
intensity was selected as the best
doctoral research project in busi-
ness.

“Winning the best doctoral
project in business at Pathways
means a great deal to me because
it indicates that my project and
area of research are important,”
Powell said. “I was very excited
when I started the project, but
after a little while, I was wonder-
ing if anyone else would share my
enthusiasm. I thought, oh, no, what
if they hate it or don’t see any
value in it? 

“By placing, my worries have
been partially relieved. Plus, it
means a lot to interact with other
students in the A&M System, that
may not be a part of our everyday
lives, but they are still peers.”

Powell’s research used data
from the United Nations
Conference on Trade and
Development to focus on interna-
tional diversity’s effects on
research and development intensi-
ty at the regional (triad) level,
within the chemical and pharma-
ceutical industries.

This is the third year in a row
that a TAMIU Ph.D. student from
the University’s College of
Business Administration received
the honor.

Tagi Sagafi-nejad, Ph. D.
Program in International Business
Administration director and
Radcliffe Killam Distinguished

Professor, ex-
plained the sig-
nificance of
TAMIU’s honors. 

“Participation
by Ph.D. students
in the ‘Pathways
to the Ph.D.’ is a
significant event
in their scholarly

pursuits,” Sagafi-nejad. “The fact
that they have brought back
awards year after year shows that
our students are competitive in the
scholarly arena. 

“Prizes they have brought
back from the Pathways
Competition demonstrate that
they are promising scholars who
will continue to shine in the aca-
demic field when they receive
their doctorates from TAMIU,”
Sagafi-nejad added.

Other TAMIU doctoral students
presenting their research at the
Conference were Da Huo and
Kranti Dugar. Huo’s research
explored the influence of currency
valuation on the Chinese and
world steel markets. Dugar’s
research dealt with admissions
procedures and programs at U.S.
and Indian business schools.

The Pathways to the Ph.D. pro-
gram is an A&M System-wide ini-
tiative to encourage students —
from undergraduate to Ph.D. lev-
els — to pursue their doctoral stud-
ies. Each year, the initiative hosts
its research symposium at a differ-
ent system site so that students can
share their innovative research
outcomes.

For more information on the
Ph.D. Program in International
Business Administration, call
Sagafi-nejad at 326-2512, e-mail
Tagi.Sagafi@tamiu.edu or visit
offices in Western Hemispheric
Trade Center, room 219C.

University office hours are 8
a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday. 

SAGAFI-NEJAD

“We want customers
to feel comfortable

when they are here.”
GENERAL STORE MANAGER,
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For the best in local, national and 
international news, subscribe 

to LMT at 728-2555
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