Crime Study Guide 1

General Stuff

Definitions of crime and psychology

Problems with defining each

Free will

Stereotypes of criminals

problems with crime statistics

Law of 1 in 4

Historical perspectives in psychology

Sociology, biology and “risk factors”

Risk factors vs. cause

Psychological approaches to crime

Social-learning theory

Diathesis-Stress

Axis I vs. Axis II

Personality disorders and crime

History of law (Pax Romana, Wergild, etc.)

Felonies and Misdemeanors

Mala in se vs. Mala prohibitum

Index Crimes

NCVS (National Crime Victimization Survey)

Trends in crime

Crime clocks

Guns drugs and crime

Classical theory

Positivist theories

Biological theories of crime (testosterone, PMS, Jacob’s Syndrome, IQ, hormones, etc.)

Sociological theories and crime

Economics and crime

Mental illness and crime

M’Naughton rule

Schizophrenia vs. delusional disorder

Substance abuse and crime

FBI profile of juvenile offenders

Rationalization and juveniles

Borderline personality disorder & juvenile crime

Fantasies of violence

Competency to stand trial

Juvenile drug offenses

ODD vs. Conduct Disorder

Youth gangs and personality

Gang violence

Use of assault rifles & drive-by shootings

Trends in gang violence

Head Start, DARE and prevention

Characteristics of organized crime

Organized vs. gang crime

Luiciano, Genovese, Gambino, Gotti

Murder, Inc.

Commission
Know the process of money laundering

Organized crime and the drug trade

Mafiya vs. Italian organized crime

Personalities of organized criminals

Psychopathy and organized crime

Violence and organized crime (be able to distinguish between most organized crime and Mafiya on this point!!)

Symbolic nature of homicides

Gov’t, big business and organized crime

Definition and subtypes of arson

How to identify insurance fraud arson

Thrill arson, males & females, and subtypes

Personalities of “hate-crime” arsonists

Arson and murder

Arson as a sex crime

Prostitution

Subtypes and personalities of prostitutes

STDs and prostitution

Criminal Transmission of HIV

Male prostitutes

“Johns”

Underage/child prostitution

Violence rates for prostitutes

Legalization of prostitution
Label issues

Testing MMPI/Psychopathy Checklist

Inductive and deductive profiling

Threshold assessment

Equivocal Forensic Analysis

Psychological autopsy

Wound pattern analysis

Blitz and con attacks

Studies or researchers to know

Koss and rape

Nisbett and Southern Culture of Honor

Lombroso and biological positivism

Robert Hare and biology 

Prince and the well-being of prostitutes

Case Studies (be generally informed on what they did and how this relates to some topic we have covered, do not need specifics)

Karla Homolka and gender stereotypes

WhiteChapel Murders and English crime

Charles Whitman and brain tumors

Richard Speck and Jacob’s Syndrome

Ted Bundy and pornography

Ed Kemper and juvenile incarceration laws

Al Capone & St. Valentine’s Day Massacre

Pablo Escobar and organized drug trade

Hoffa and labor unions

WACO and arson as murder

Aileen Wournos and violence and protitution

From the book:
Chapter 1:

Issues related to measuring aggression and violence in research

Have an idea about effect sizes in criminological research

How do the public perceive crime?  Going up or going down?

Chapter 2

Timothy McVeigh

Strain Theory

Symbolic interactionism

Poverty

Witnessing violence

Corporal punishment

Bullying 

Hate crimes

Chapter 3

Virginia Tech

Problems with aggression measures

Catharsis hypothesis

Social learning theories

Catalyst Model

Mismatch between media violence and violent crime data

Chapter 4

Evolution, natural selection and aggression

Population genetics

Dads and cads

MAOA

DRD2/DRD4

Chapter 5
Have a general sense how the following relate to aggression/violence:

Serotonin

Dopamine

Norepinephrine

GABA

MAO

Testosterone

Cortisol

Chapter 6

Have a general sense how the following relate to aggression/violence:

Karsakoff’s síndrome

Prefrontal cortex

Amygdala

Traumatic brain injury

Chapter 7
Trends in youth violence

Have a general sense of risk factors

Fast Track

Parent Management Training
Multisystemic Therapy

Here are some typical questions to give you a flavor:

1.) Compared to most “typical” psychopaths, most organized criminals tend to be:

a.) less likely to follow organizational rules

b.) more violent

c.) less narcissistic

d.) less impulsive

2.) Al Capone initiated the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre to eliminate

a.) a rival ganster

b.) Elliot Ness

c.) J.F. Kennedy

d.) Robert Hare

3.) The M’Naughton rule is the standard by which we judge:

a.) Whether a crime is a felony or misdemeanor

b.) If a crime of domestic murder was motivated by self-defense

c.) Whether a criminal is mentally incapacitated (insane)

d.) Whether a crime is organized or disorganized

4.) Richard Speck attempted to blame his actions on:

a.) Jacob’s syndrome

b.) Testosterone

c.) Pornography

d.) Abuse by his parents

5.) Sociological theories are crime are often critized because they:

a.) are very good at predicting who will be criminals

b.) overemphasize biological factors which may cause crime

c.) are utterly useless in explaining crime

d.) tend to identify “risk factors” which have a very high base-rate in the general population

6.) Under the Code of Hammurabi the law suggested:

a.) crimes against women or children were not considered important

b.) death was the penalty for all crimes

c.) higher class citizens could pay fines for even serious crimes

d.) all people were to be treated equally by the law

7.) Mala Prohibitum crimes are behaviors which:

a.) are outlawed in one society to permitted in many others

b.) are outlawed in almost all societies

c.) have never been considered illegal

d.) are always an example of government excess

Answers: 1.) D.  2.) A.  3.) C.  4.) A.  5.) D.  6.) C.  7.) A  

See how easy they are?

