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COMM 5301 Communication Theories 

 

Course description 

The course provides a survey and critical examination of the main theoretical approaches in the 

fields of mass, international and organizational communication. The course is intended to 

acquaint students with the conceptual foundations and epistemological bases of the three basic 

areas available in the graduate program in communication. 

 

Learning outcomes 

1. The students will analyze and compare the different theoretical approaches prevailing in the 

fields of mass, international and organizational communication. 

2. The students will analyze and compare the different methodological strategies and techniques 

used by the different theoretical approaches in the empirical inquiry of communication processes. 

3. The students will apply theoretical concepts in the analysis of media and organizations in the 

border and the inter-American contexts.  

 

Course purpose 

The purpose of this course is to introduce the current contemporary debates within 

communication theories scholarship, reinforce the most fundamental theoretical concepts and 

constructs in the scientific field of communication and apply them creatively in the analysis of 

communication phenomena in contemporary societies. 

 

Prerequisites: Graduate standing. This is a required course for any student enrolled in the 

graduate program in Communication. 

 

Class format: 

Class will consist of a mixture of lecture, discussion and in class activities. Active participation 

in class is strongly encouraged. Students will also find and analyze research articles recently 
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published in major communication academic journals. They will read extensively seminal texts 

in communication theories and will be required to write a final paper applying theoretical 

communication concepts to relevant contemporary issues and phenomena. Students will be 

strongly prompted to present their final papers in academic conferences.  
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