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Course Prefix: ENGL
Number: 3331
Title: Shakespeare in Performance

Measurable Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this course, students
will be able to:

1. Explain the societal or cultural assumptions in a play’s production;

2. Dramatize a scene from a play to show a current societal or cultural assumption;

3. Interpret the dramatic value of plays;

4. Compare interpretations of a play and its production on the stage or in film;

SCH Value: 3

Description: The course is designed to explore the ways Shakespeare’s plays have been
interpreted and reinterpreted both on the stage and in film to reflect societal or cultural
assumptions at the time of production. Students will study at least four plays in the context of
either stage or film productions of a given play and then perform a scene in the context of current
issues.

Prerequisite: Three hours of sophomore literature.

Justification: This course offers students an opportunity to study the relationship between
Shakespeare’s original texts and the context in which they were created with the ever-shifting
meanings those texts have (or are given) by the people who read (or act) them now. That is,
cultural assumptions are imbedded in texts, and texts reflect cultural assumptions. Shakespeare’s
texts continue to have relevance because they are open to interpretation (then and now).

Students who recognize this relationship learn to engage in the kind of analysis that leads to
critical thinking about texts and their production.

SLO Assessment:

1. Explain the societal or cultural assumptions in a play’s production;
Direct Assessment: Final Exam passage explication

2. Dramatize a scene from a play to show a current societal or cultural assumption;
Direct Assessment: Performance of a scene from a play

3. Interpret the dramatic value of plays
Direct Assessment: Literary Analysis Paper

4. Compare interpretations of a play and its production on the stage or in film.
Direct Assessment: Comparative Analysis paper



