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Specifications of Poster Presentations

 Recommended poster sizes is 3ft by 
6.5ft (36 inches by 78 inches) 
 Poster board number assigned to the 

poster must be placed on upper left-
hand corner. 
 Include abstract title, author and 

coauthor names, and the 
institution(s). Place e-mail address on 
the upper right-hand. 
 Refer to conference guidelines for 

formatting. (usually APA)

Tips for Poster Preparation

 Posters should stimulate discussion
(Keep text to a minimum!)

 Goal: 20% text, 40% graphics, 40% 
space. 

 Ideas flow logically 

 Use charts and graphics (avoid large 
data tables)

 Use high resolution photographs



Negative Points

• Results and conclusions do 
not relate back to context 
(Introduction). 

• Title could be more direct: 
"Water Temperature 
Determines Sex of Southern 
Flounder"

• Title font is small- could be 
larger.

• Too much white space 
between the columns. 



 http://gradschool.unc.edu/academics/resources
/postertips.html

 http://www.posterpresentations.com/html/free
_poster_templates.html

Poster templates are readily available online!

http://gradschool.unc.edu/academics/resources/postertips.html
http://www.posterpresentations.com/html/free_poster_templates.html


o Posters no larger than 4 feet 
high x 4 feet wide.
o Printed posters 36 inches 

high x 48 inches wide.

o Always consult 
guidelines provided 
by attending 
conference! 

o **Format is subject 
to change!**



• Follows rigid format: 
Runs 3 or 4 columns, 
read top to bottom, 
left to right. 

• Includes: abbreviated 
abstract, intro 
section, methods 
section, results 
section, and 
discussion.

• Only display essential 
data!

**Remember PAD- Purpose, Audience, and DesignFor extra resources click below:

http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign
http://guides.library.cornell.edu/poster

http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign
http://guides.library.cornell.edu/poster


Do’s

 Maintain white space

 Use lists of sentences 

 Keep color combinations simple

 Give graphs titles (in sentence case)

 Graphs and photographs can be seen 
6ft away

 Cite literature contents carefully

 Use only single spacing

Don’ts

 Make poster too wordy

 Avoid titles with colons

 Do not add bullets to section headings

 Avoid dark background colors

 Do not clutter with logos

 Do not vary width of text boxes

 Do not use underlining (italics only)



 Set up and be ready by your poster 30mins before assigned time block

 All authors must be present during poster session

 Engage your audience

 Do not be afraid if you don’t know the answer 

 Prepare an “elevator” pitch

 Prepare handout/QR code

 Practice, practice, practice



**Free poster printing 
services provided by 
ARC!

https://www.tamiu.e
du/cees/arc/pages/r
esearch.support.shtm
l

https://www.tamiu.edu/cees/arc/pages/research.support.shtml
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