Texas A&M International University

VIRTUAL FIELD SCHOOL

The Latin American Studies Advisory Committee (LASAC) invites you to participate in the Virtual Field School, whose goal it is to open the Latin American world to undergraduate students at Texas A&M International University.  This pilot project will be conducted in Spring 2009.  Six professors will receive remuneration of $500.00 dollars for their participation in this pilot project.  Please apply by filling out the following form.

Overview:  The Virtual Field School connects a professor from Texas A&M International with a professor from a participating institution to exchange course content  in a mutual area of interest that will enrich students from both institutions.  Through technological interface, students will communicate with students and professors of other Latin American universities in their field of study (e.g. Spanish, Nursing, Anthropology, Sociology, Music) about specific course content (e.g. El voseo en Uruguay, Argentine film, the testimonial of Rigoberta Menchú, archeological findings at the Zócalo in México, public health programs in Latin American countries, etc.). Contact can be as little as one lecture or can continue throughout a semester.  

In order to participate, please follow the steps listed below:

1. Select a topic that you will cover in class and write a description of it below.

2. Select the participants for this event (students in a particular class you will teach in Spring 09).

3. Select the technological interface (e.g. Angel discussion board) you would like to use to connect to the participant university.

You will receive notification from the Virtual Field School once a Latin American university professor who will participate with you has been located. You and your colleague will then proceed to develop the specific topic, decide upon a technical interface, and determine a date for the event.  Once this is completed, you will fill out the Technical Interface Request Form to establish the link.   The Virtual Field School will provide technological interface to help make this process possible.

Texas A&M International University

VIRTUAL FIELD SCHOOL
Participation Request Form
Please complete the following information for your request to be processed.

1. Professor’s Name________________________________________________
2. Class to interface with a Latin American University_____________________
3. Description of course activity: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Please check your preferred technological interface:

_____________ E-Learning (Angel) Learning Management System.  (Podcasting, Wikis, Blogs, online journals, unlimited threaded discussions and community groups.)

____________  Adobe Connect – Web Conferencing (Virtual Synchronic connection- Web conferencing)

____________  Echo 360 Lecture Capturing Device  (Virtual non-synchronic connection – audiovisual available for viewing on line or to download)

____________  TTVN (Closed-circuit TV).

5. Please select your language of preference:   

English__________    Spanish__________

This instrument was developed under the auspices of the Department of Education Title VI Grant, Undergraduate International Studies and Foreign Language Program (UISFL).

Please direct any questions or comments to Prof. Lisa Gardner Flores at lflores@tamiu.edu.

