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PART A:  Summaries of Project Request (separate page) 
RESEARCH PLAN SUMMARY 
 
Specific Aims 
 

The objective of this research is to create a profile of the indigent primary health care recipients in Webb 

County who receive primary health care at the public clinic of the Gateway Community Health Center, a 

non-for-profit organization, for the uninsured population of Webb County. Basic questions to be answered 

by this research are: 1) what are the patient’s demographic characteristics, 2) what is the patient’s method of 

payment? and 3) where would patients go for health care if the public clinic was not available? 

Background and Significance 
 

Webb County, Texas is located on the Texas-Mexico border region and has a long history of chronic 

poverty where about 33 percent of the population lives below the poverty rate, 34 percent are uninsured, is a 

medically underserved area, a health professional shortage area, and faces diseases that easily cross the 

international border.  The delivery of primary health services on an income scale comes under the purview of 

the community health centers, of which Webb County has the Gateway Community Health Center, Inc. 

 
Preliminary Studies 
 

Studies on the U.S.-Mexico border repeatedly document the health disparities, which are worsening 

particularly in this region of the nation with the largest population concentration of Latinos. Community 

health centers receive the brunt of the burden because of the economic resource disparities, which exist along 

the U.S.-Mexico border counties.  There is strong support for research, particularly applied research, to focus 

on access to health care for specific target populations, such as native residents and non-native immigrants.  

 
Research Design and Methods 
 

This research proposes to conduct a descriptive study using secondary data.  The study will be carried 

out during a six to eight month period at the Gateway Community Health Center.  A database will be created 

and tracked using research instruments and with the cooperation of the Center’s administration.  The By-




