
Professional Summary: 

My project is a book-length manuscript that will explore the changing meanings of the 
concept of "citizenship" in the American context. The multifaceted contours of citizenship, along 
with its legal, social, and political implications, are beginning to be redefined by emerging 
scholarship with new notions of identity and discrimination. However, the real meaning of 
citizenship in our daily lives continues to become more complicated, and to some extent, more 
elusive, as transformations in the global economy, political systems, cultural tolerance, 
legislative interpretations, and technological tools reshape the balance of power between the 
citizen and the state. This book attempts to analyze the meaning ofcitizenship in relation to its 
historic development, focusing on American history to track the impact of various paradigms
nation-building, state hegemony, global competition, and technological dominance - on 
citizenship in America. This book focuses on the nature and use of state power in the definition 
and redefinition ofcitizenship, in terms of both the advances and the retreats of the rights of 
citizens at different points in history. The purpose is to illustrate the negotiations between the 
state and the citizen over ethnicity, territory, globalization, immigration, and technology. 

Workplan: 

I plan to devote the whole academic year of2009-2010 to my book. I already have the 
draft of two chapters; I need two one-month periods to come up with the final versions of these 
two chapters. I want to set aside two months for each of the three remaining chapters along with 
the Introduction and Conclusion. I am very confident that if I am able to concentrate on the book, 
I will be able to do an excellent piece of research and get renowned publishers interested in my 
work. 

I have already presented an early version of the first chapter of the book at the Narratives 
ofCitizenship Conference in Edmonton, Alberta in March 2007 (the paper, "Nationalism and 
Identity: The Crossroads of American Citizenship," appears at 
http://www.nofcit.comlpapers/Essay_M.%20Momen.pdf), and the second chapter, "Liberal 
Government and the Citizen: Histories and Trajectories," at the Nationalism, Ethnicity and 
Citizenship Conference in Surrey, England in June 2008. I need a dedicated block of extended 
time, away from my teaching and administrative responsibilities, to see this book to conclusion. 
This grant will allow me to buyout my teaching responsibilities and focus exclusively on the 
book for a year. 

Timeline 
• Introduction - 05/2010 
• Chapter 1 - 09/2009 
• Chapter 2 -10/2009 
• Chapter 3 - 11/2009 to 12/2009 
• Chapter 4 - 0112010 to 02/2010 
• Chapter 5 - 03/2010 to 04/2010 
• Conclusion - 06/2010 
• Edit- 07/2010 to 08/2010 




